
OLVER SUCCESSFULLY FIGHTS TO KEEP UNSAFE FOREIGN TRUCKS AND BUSES OFF U.S. ROADWAYS

  
           WASHINGTON -Congressman John W. Olver (D-1st District)             announced that the House of Representatives today approved a measure             to keep unsafe foreign trucks and buses from operating in the United             States.

           Olver offered an amendment to the House Transportation           and Treasury Appropriations bill that call for equal enforcement of           existing U.S. safety law for all trucks and buses, prevents unsafe           trucks and buses from driving on U.S. highways and stops a proposed           special exemption that unfairly penalizes U.S. motor carriers. Olver           is the ranking member on the Transportation-Treasury Subcommittee of           the Appropriations.

           The House approved the amendment by a 339-70 vote           today.

           "If you import a car from Europe, that vehicle must           meet the same safety standards as a car manufactured in the U.S.," Olver           said. "That is done to ensure that all cars on the roads - imported           and domestically manufactured - meet the same standards. When           we have standardization for cars, why would we create this huge loophole           for trucks which weigh thousands of pounds more and are much more dangerous           than cars?"

           To ensure traffic safety, Congress in the 1966 National           Traffic and Motor Vehicle Safety Act required that all vehicles, including           cars, trucks and buses, sold or used in the United States must be built           to U.S. safety standards applicable when the vehicle was built. Trucks           and buses built in other countries that are imported or driven into           the United States are subject to the same law and requirements.

           The U.S. Department of Transportation proposes exempting           some foreign trucks and buses which enter the United States from Canada           or Mexico from this federal law, while at the same time requiring all           U.S.-built trucks and buses to comply.

           Olver's amendment stands up for current U.S. law and protects           the public from unsafe trucks and buses. By prohibiting the Department           of Transportation from granting a planned two-year exemption to foreign           trucks and buses that were not built to U.S. safety standards, the           amendment ensures safety and a level playing field for all trucks and           buses, foreign and domestic. 

           Olver's amendment has the support of Advocates for Highway and           Auto Safety, American Bus Association, Consumer Federation of America,           International Brotherhood of Teamsters, Public Citizen, Crash, the           Trauma Foundation, Transportation Trades Department of the AFL-CIO,           AFL-CIO, Amalgamated Transit Union, and Owner-Operator Independent           Drivers Association.
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